How did conquest he
the growth of Songhai?
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How did Ghana control
trade?

Silent Barter

Silent barter is a way
of trading where the traders
don’t really meet each other.
Instead, they leave the salt or
anything on the bank of the
shore. Then they would leave.
The others would come with
their gold. If they accepted the
trade, they would beat their
drum and leave their goods.

Silent barter kept the
traders from exposing where
the gold mines were. Also, it
keeps the traders from getting
beat up or killed if there is a
problem.

This reminds me of my
dad selling stuff on Craigslist.
He can text the other person
instead of meeting with them
face to face to agree on a price.
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How did storytellers‘
maintain oral history?

Oral History

Oral history is a rec-
ord of a people’s history that
has been passed down from
generation to generation by
speaking to the public. A griot
was a story teller in West Afri-
ca which would keep the rec-
ord of a town’s oral history and
be able to retell it.

Griots were important
because African history had
laws and they were able to
keep peace. They also didn’t
have a lot of people who could
write down their history so they
had to speak it.

A modern day exam-
ple of an oral traditions would
be my parents. They always
tell me stuff about my family.
My great Uncle Jim was a pilot
in WWII. He was captured by

How did Sundiata build
up the Mali Empire?




